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her apart from the others, and she was also
invited to a private audience at the Resi-
dency, yet with all this the Begum observed
the strictest " purdah," and kept closely veiled
in public. Of the two honours that were
conferred, one, the G.C.I.E., was given to the
Begum of Bhopal, and she took it with well-
chosen words of thanks. Not least among the
astounding contrasts of India is the power and
influence exerted by a woman and ruler in a
land where the lot of her sex is supposed to
be so insupportable.
Holkar's Cavalry and the Bhopal Lancers
are famous among the Imperial Service regi-
ments, and the Prince of Wales inspected
them with pleasure as they galloped past in
fine array. Then after opening the King
Edward Hall to commemorate the accession
of the King, the visit to Indore terminated.
The Maharana of Udaipur was the next host
of their Royal Highnesses, and this was one
of the visits rendered possible by railway
extension in India.
Here the Prince found himself among the
Rajputs, and could see and admire this splen-
did race of men, and among those who carne
from out-of-the-way districts were many repre-
sentatives of ** vanishing India." There were
warriors still wearing chain armour, whilst